
MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 
August 27, 2020 8:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting on Webex, pursuant to M.S. 130.021 Subd. 1(1) 

Members Present 

Members. Absent: 
Staff Present 

Others Present: 

Skip Thompson, Susan Grill, Patrick Schifferdecker, Nancy Rys, Les 
Orvis, Dirk Nelson, Ryan Clark, Matt Ludwig (Ex-Officio) 
None 
Kelly Schroeder, County Auditor-Treasurer, Reese Frederickson, County 
Attorney 

Jacob Kruse, Adam Ripple, Chris Dahn, Shawn Linnell, Shandra 
Osieke, Bradley Buys, Craig Poorker, Ron Hughes, Deb Gray, and 
possibly more unidentified individuals. 

SALL Tg ORD2ER Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:02p.m. 

APPROVAL QF AGENDA 
Orvis/Grill, 6-0, to approve the agenda, Schifferdecker had not yet logged into the meeting. 

Between the Approval of the agenda and the approval of the minutes, Thompson had 
connectivity issues and was unable to participate in the call briefly. Vice Chair Schifferdecker 
had not yet joined the meeting; therefore, Secretary Rys briefly chaired the meeting. 

APPROVAL QF MINUTES 
Rys brought forth two corrections to the attendance of the July 23, 2020 meeting. She noted 
the applicant for the Interim/Conditional Use Pennit, Conor Maki was not listed as attending the 
meeting in person. Additionally, Deb Gray who provided testimony during the public hearing for 
the plat was not listed as attending virtually. 

Grill/Nelson, 6-0, to approve the minutes of the July 23, 2020 meeting with the corrections, as 
Schifferdecker joined the meeting just prior to the approval of the minutes. 

Thompson was able to rejoin the meeting and perfonn the duties as chair. 

APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY PLAT 
Jacob Kruse/Landmaster Holdings in contract with Great River Energy, Parcels 26.0468.000, 
26.0469.000, and 26.0417.000, "Old Chengwatana," Residential Subdivision 

Schroeder reviewed Land & Resources Manager, Caleb Anderson's staff report and highlighted 
that the subdivision proposal has been scaled back to no longer require variances. Schroeder 
asserted that the ordinance requirement that was unmet was that the Township would need to 
agree in writing to be the responsible party for maintenance of the stormwater pond. It was 
noted that while the DNR requests easements to be in place, there are existing easements and 
the applicant has done due diligence trying to work with the DNR regarding additional 
easements that are necessary. Schroeder noted that if the DNR were to want easements, the 
County Surveyor has noted those should be done prior to the final plat; however, it is not the 
intention to hold up the final plat due to the easements. 
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Thompson asked if everyone had received and reviewed the updated township comment letter, 
updated DNR letter, and the additional public comment from Bradley Buys and Ron Hughes. All 
members noted they had. 

Developer Jacob Kruse had an opportunity to address the board. He noted he has worked to 
eliminate the need for the variances since the public hearing and address many of the concerns. 
He requested his attorney to be able to address the board as well. Mr. Ripple reviewed the 
statement which was provided to the Zoning Board and addressed the items Schroeder 
reviewed. He feels the ordinance regarding the stormwater pond would only apply if it were to 
be a public road, which with this being a private road, that section of the ordinance does not 
apply. Ripple also stressed he did not believe the potential DNR easements should hold up the 
final plat process. He also noted that the project is not subject to any historical review. 

Thompson questioned if the County Engineer Mark LeBrun has reviewed this private road 
proposal and how close this proposal meets the township standard. Schroeder noted that all 
roads built have to meet the township standard. Mark will review the road as it is being built to 
ensure it meets the requirements. 

Chris Dahn, the engineer for the project noted after the public hearing, the culverts under the 
road were reviewed to determine if this project would affect the drainage and there should be no 
effect on the drainage of the area. Thompson requested the elevation of the bottom of the 
stormwater pond and what the elevation of the culverts is. Dahn noted the bottom of the 
storwater pond Is at 944 and the culvert elevation at the Intersection of Cross Lake Rd and 
Cross Lake Trail is at 950.9. He also noted the Stonnwater Report for the project was approved 
by the State. 

Orvis asked if the recommendations (such as the dam easements) get put in the approval of the 
preliminary plat. Schroeder noted that any requirements the Zoning Board feels necessary can 
be requested for the final plat. 

Clark has concerns about the 1992 ordinance from the township and that ordinance can be 
ignored as it was almost like a covenant. Schroeder shared the document and reviewed the 
contents of the document. Mr. Ripple noted that County Attorney Frederickson and County 
Staff have all agreed that document had no legal standing so he is unsure why it is being 
considered. Schifferdecker noted it is being considered because townships can have 
ordinances which are stricter than the County's. Mr. Ripple noted he understands that, but in 
this case, the County Ordinance supersedes this ordinance. Orvis requested County Attorney 
Frederickson's opinion if the County Ordinance supersedes this township ordinance in every 
legal right. Frederickson noted he absolutely agrees the County Ordinance supersedes the 
township ordinance as the township's ordinance has to be consistent to the County's. This 
ordinance is inconsistent with the County's Shoreland Ordinance. Frederickson also noted the 
1992 ordinance looks like impermissible spot zoning. Mr. Ripple absolutely agrees with this 
conclusion. 

Grill requested County Attorney Frederickson's opinion on the stonnwater pond issue and his 
opinion on if that section of the ordinance should apply given the road is proposed to be private. 
Frederickson noted that with this being a private road it does not require the township to agree 
to maintain it themselves. Frederickson asked the applicant if there would be covenants or 
Homeowners Associations in place to ensure the maintenance. Ripple noted the method of 
how that will be done, but it would be intended to be the same entity that is maintaining the 
road. Kruse noted that as part of the preliminary plat submission road maintenance agreements 
were included with the idea that they would be maintaining the sediment pond as well. 
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Thompson asked Kruse if he has approached the township about having the road be a public 
road rather than a private road. Jacob noted he would prefer it to be a public road, but there 
were requirements which the township wanted to see, such as the road connecting to Scott 
Drive, which did not make sense as there would be wetland impact and the private road with a 
cul-de-sac avoids that. He also noted Scott Drive is not up to the standards of a township road, 
so there would be more issues with connecting a road that is up to specs to one that is not. 
Additionally, the cul-de-sac provides parking for the shared outlots. 

Orvis asked who the owner of Cross Lake Trail is, the county, townships, or private? Shawn 
Linnell, Pine City Township, noted Cross Lake Trail is currently maintained by Pine City 
Township. Schroeder asked if Scott Drive is maintained by the township? Linnell noted Scott 
Drive is not currently maintained but is a public road it just was never adopted for maintenance. 

Thompson asked Linnell if the Township prefers to keep the road private if it Is to be a dead 
end. Linnell noted they discourage dead-end roads as they are less safe for emergency 
vehicles, mail, school bus, etc. 

Schifferdecker made a motion to approve the plat with the recommendation that the developer 
and the township come to an agreement on the stormwater pond and If the DNR would like 
easements listed on the plat that would be shown on the final plat. Nelson seconded the 
motion. Motion passed 6-0, as Rys was having technologic issues and was unable to vote. 

OLD BUSNESS: 
None. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
None 

AD! · 
Schiff adjourn the meeting at 6:.56pm. g a s Tomson 

Zoning Board Chair 
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